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A MAJOR NEW ART COMMISSION FOR SIX SCOTTISH MUSEUMS 
“RHETORIC WORKS & VANITY WORKS & OTHER WORKS” 
JOANNE TATHAM & TOM O’SULLIVAN 
Launch event: 5-8pm, Saturday 7 October 2006 
Location: The National Trust for Scotland, Newhailes, Musselburgh 

 
Artists Joanne Tatham & Tom O’Sullivan have been awarded a major commission through 
the Scottish Arts Council to create a substantial and ambitious new work of art for Scotland.   
This is the first visual art commission through the National Collecting Scheme for Scotland (NCSS), 
which is managed by the Contemporary Art Society and supported by the National Lottery through 
the Scottish Arts Council. 
 
“Rhetoric Works & Vanity Works & Other Works” is a suite of objects sited within Newhailes, a 17th 
century house owned by The National Trust for Scotland, and forms a larger narrative that includes 
a visit to the house and an engagement with its history and current use.  Joanne Tatham & Tom 
O’Sullivan’s work draws on their motifs from the last few years – specifically, shapes, patterns, 
textures and signs.  The suite of objects, made from lead, marble, porcelain and wood, works both 
in sympathy with and in contrast to the 17th century domestic interior of Newhailes.  This fusion of 
history with the contemporary can only be experienced via tours of the house during an extension of 
Newhailes’ usual opening hours. 
 
The National Trust for Scotland were delighted that the artists have chosen to work in Newhailes 
and feel it will bring a new audience to the house with a wider public understanding of its history.  
Mark McLean, Education and Interpretation Officer at Newhailes, National Trust for Scotland said, 
“This commission is especially exciting for Newhailes because Joanne Tatham & Tom O’Sullivan’s 
work emphasises a key aspect of Newhailes’ history, one of collecting and commissioning cutting 
edge artists and designers to create works for the interior of the house.”  The National Trust for 
Scotland acquired Newhailes in 1997 and conserved the contents and fabric of the building in the 
state in which they were found.  
 
The NCSS is a partnership of six Scottish museums and galleries.  In an innovative approach to 
collecting for the 21st century, the participating museums and galleries chose to work in 
collaboration for this particular commission.  Amanda Catto, Head of Visual Arts, Scottish Arts 
Council, said  “The National Collecting Scheme for Scotland has been hugely successful in 
achieving 122 new major works across six major museum and gallery collections in Scotland.  This 
commission has enabled an original approach to collecting with the six museums involved in the 
process. `Rhetoric Works & Vanity Works & Other Works’ has been created by Joanne Tatham and 
Tom O’Sullivan, artists of international standing, and each participating museum and gallery will 
have an opportunity to host the work and present it to the public in new contexts.” 
 
Joanne Tatham (b.1971) & Tom O’Sullivan (b.1967) live and work in Glasgow.  In 2005, they were 
chosen, with two other artists, to represent Scotland at the 51st Venice Biennale; the exhibition then 
toured to the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art in Edinburgh. Their solo exhibitions and 
projects include “Is this what brings things into focus?” at Galerie Francesca Pia, Bern (2005), “The 
Slapstick Mystics with Sticks”, commissioned for Frieze Art Fair, London (2004) and “Think 
Thingamajig and Other Things” at Kunsthaus Glarus, Switzerland (2003).  Joanne Tatham & Tom 
O’Sullivan are Research Fellows at Gray’s School of Art, Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen. 
 
More/. 
 
 

   
 



 
NOTES FOR EDITORS: 

 
1. The National Collecting Scheme for Scotland, (NCSS) is managed by the Contemporary Art Society, and in 

partnership with six Scottish museums, focuses on purchases of challenging visual and applied arts and the 
curatorial development to support and extend collections. The scheme ran until March 2006 with funds from the 
National Lottery through the Scottish Arts Council.  The Contemporary Art Society is a national charity that 
promotes collecting contemporary art, primarily though its own purchases and gifts for museums. 

 
2. The Scottish Arts Council champions and sustains the arts for Scotland, investing over £60 million from Scottish 

Executive and National Lottery funding to support and develop artistic excellence and creativity throughout 
Scotland. For more information please visit: www.scottisharts.org.uk 

 
3. The six museums and galleries participating in the National Collecting Scheme for Scotland are: 

 
� Aberdeen Art Gallery & Museums 
� City Art Centre, Edinburgh 
� McManus Galleries, Dundee 
� Paisley Museum & Art Galleries 
� The Hunterian Art Gallery, University of Glasgow 
� The Pier Arts Centre, Stromness, Orkney 

 
4. A major new website www.NCSScotland.org.uk will go live in October 2006.  It will provide a guide to the 

institutions and curators involved in the National Collecting Scheme for Scotland, and includes an array of high 
quality images and revealing texts relating to each of the works. Video interviews with the eight curators illustrate 
eight different approaches to acquiring contemporary works for their collections. 

 
5. The original building of Newhailes, by the Scottish architect James Smith, has been adapted over the years, with 

additional wings being added in the 18
th

 century.  The building is recognized as an important precursor of the 
popular Palladian villa in Britain.  The influential Scottish family, the Dalrymples, purchased Newhailes in 1709 
and lived in the house for many generations.  Many of the objects and furnishings at Newhailes were 
commissioned or collected by successive generations of the Dalrymple family, resulting in a wide variety of 
historic materials, surfaces, patterns and motifs throughout the house.  The National Trust acquired the house 
from Lady Antonia, the widow of Sir Mark Dalrymple III.  Lady Antonia still lives within the estate and sold the 
contents of her home to The National Trust, along with the building. 

 
6. VISITOR INFORMATION 

“Rhetoric Works & Vanity Works & Other Works” 
Joanne Tatham & Tom O’Sullivan 
8 October – 12 November 2006 
Friday to Sunday 12-5pm 
Free admission. Half-hourly tours. Last tour at 4.30pm. 
Newhailes, Newhailes Road, Musselburgh, East Lothian 
Tel: 0131 653 5599 

 For more information please visit www.contempart.org.uk 
 

 
 
For more information about the National Collecting Scheme for Scotland please contact: 
Ceri Lewis / Contemporary Art Society / ceri@contempart.org.uk / +44 (0)207 612 0730 
 
For more information on Joanne Tatham & Tom O’Sullivan’s work please contact: 
Andrew Hamilton / The Modern Institute / Andrew@themoderninstitute.com / ++44 (0)141 248 3711 


